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Physical and Natural Sciences at school help learners answer important questions about
the world by using scientific investigation and evidence. Physical Sciences explains how
matter and energy behave, helping us understand phenomena such as motion, electricity,
and chemical reactions. Natural Sciences focuses on living and non-living systems, helping
us understand life processes, ecosystems, and the Earth. Through experiments,
observation, and problem-solving, these subjects teach learners how to test ideas, collect
data, and draw conclusions, allowing them to explain natural events rather than rely on

guesses or beliefs.

Physical and Natural Sciences matter in the formation of a boy because they train him to
understand the world through evidence, logic, and curiosity rather than assumption or
impulse. These disciplines build habits of mind such as careful observation, critical thinking,
perseverance, and honesty in handling facts, while also shaping character traits like
responsibility, discipline, and respect for truth. By learning to test ideas, analyse results,
and accept when he is wrong, a boy develops intellectual humility and resilience. In the
modern world, Physical and Natural Sciences are highly relevant because they underpin
medicine, technology, engineering, and environmental management, equipping learners to
engage thoughtfully with issues such as climate change, energy use, and health, and
preparing them to contribute meaningfully to a society driven by scientific and technological
advancement.

WHERE BOYS BECOME MEN




THE SELBORNE APPROACH

The department believes in teaching science as a way of thinking, not just a body of knowledge. Lessons emphasise
inquiry, experimentation, and real-world application, encouraging learners to ask questions, test ideas, and learn from
evidence. Teachers aim to develop independent thinkers who value accuracy, perseverance, and intellectual honesty.

A The department provides structured support
o through extra lessons, revision workshops,
and targeted intervention for learners who
struggle. Teachers monitor progress closely,
offer individual feedback, and use diagnostic
assessments to identify gaps in
understanding so that no learner is left
behind.

Assessment is used not only to measure performance but to promote growth. A balance of tests, practical
investigations and examinations allows learners to demonstrate understanding in different ways. Emphasis is placed
on improvement, reflection, and learning from mistakes rather than on marks alone.

EXCELLENCE IN ACTION

Over the past seven years, the school’s
matric performance in Physical Science
has demonstrated a strong and stable
trend, reflecting sustained academic
excellence and effective teaching
strategies. The pass rate has remained
consistently above 93%, highlighting a
culture of accountability and learner
commitment. In addition, the percentage
of learners achieving distinctions has
averaged 16% per year, underscoring high
levels of achievement among top-
performing candidates.

The overall academic standard is further reinforced by an average aggregate of not less than 60%
over this period. These results confirm the school’s reputation for producing well-prepared learners
who are equipped to meet the demands of further study and the workplace.
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THE SELBORNE MAN

At Selborne College, we are not merely preparing boys to pass examinations, win fixtures, or

collect accolades. We are forming young men.

A Selborne man is:

¢ Intellectually Disciplined

He thinks carefully. He questions respectfully. He pursues understanding rather than
surface familiarity. He is not afraid of rigour.

* Morally Grounded

He understands responsibility. He acts with integrity when no one is watching. He knows
that character is revealed in pressure.

e Courageous in Effort
He does not withdraw from difficulty. Whether in the classroom, on the field, or on the
stage, he learns to persist.

¢ Articulate and Thoughtful

He can express his ideas clearly. He listens as well as he speaks. He engages the world
with curiosity rather than cynicism.

e Committed to Brotherhood
He understands that strength is built in community. He supports others. He leads by

example.

* Prepared for the Future
He leaves Selborne adaptable, capable, and ready to contribute meaningfully to society.
Every subject, every sport, every society exists to shape these qualities.

That is the Selborne standard.
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